
Captain G. Hatton, OMM, CD, RCN (Ret'd)

PO Box 761

Niagara on the Lake

ON LOS 1JO

Gha.hatton@gmail.com

1 TAN 2026

Command ing  O f f i ce r

C M R C C  G A T I N E A U

Dear LT (N)

Please find enclosed some of the administration and letters from HMCS GATINEAU DDE
236 which was decommissioned in 1996. I was the Executive Officer at the time and was
tasked with contacting all the previous Commanding Officers. Our initial letter elicited
several replies from former Captains, many of which included some very interesting stories
from their time in Command. I thought the letters would be better kept in your archive
files rather than in my basement which is being purged regularly.

Congratulations on keeping the name and memory of the great ship Gatineau alive and

well, she was a wonderful ship.

Sincerely,



GATINEAU
C O M M A N D I N G  O F F I C E R

H M C S  G A T I N E A U

Commander D.O. Thamer, CD
FMO Halifax, NS
B3K 2X0

30April 1996

Dear ? ? ? ,

Thank you for your reply to my initial letter. I stated then the future of GATINEAU
was cloudy and would probably be resolved by the Budget Speech. As in so many things, far
from clearing the air on her future, the budget left more questions than answers to our fate.
GATINEAU is to be placed into a state of reduced readiness available for reactivation within
180 days until her scheduled Paying Off date of December 1998. In this state the present
crew will leave the ship and, if required, be reconstituted within the 180 day limit.
Unfortunately, if the ship is not recalled there will be no crew to take her out of service. My
intention is to conduct a "Pre" Paying Off service in late May 1996, while we still have the
capacity to do so. Included with this letter is a schedule of events which we have planned for
the occasion. It is my hope that as many former Commanding Officers as possible will be
able to attend and embark for the final sailpast, as well as the Commanding Officer's
Luncheon and the Ship's Company Dance.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact myself or my Executive Officer
LCdr G.H.A. Hatton at 902-427-0550 Ext 2773 or 2775.

I have the honour to be,
the last Commanding Officer of HMCS GATINEAU

???).



COMMANDING OFFICERS - HMCS GATINEAU DDE 236

N a m e

2

4

6

8

Captain H.L. Quinn C a n d r e

Captain F.B. Caldwell S .  r
Lieutenant Commander R.A. Shmmin
Lieutenant Commander H.C. McCredy
Commander A.H. McDonald
Commander J.W. Roberts
Commander W.G. Kinsman
Commander J.A. Fulton

Commander W.A. Hughes

CAP

Adlur ra
Admira l H

Ship paid-off and undergoing IRE conversion

S i r
1o Commander T.S. Murphy
"  L ieutenant  Commander J.C.  Slade Almira/  5/ad,
12 Commander L.G. Temple
13 Commander J.B. MacKenzie14 Commander C.D.E. Cronk a p tr e i n C r o n k

15 Commander D.M. Robison
16 Commander T.C. Heath
.7 Commander J.A. Keenliside
18 Commander G.G. Jeffrey
19 Commander A.D. Tanguay
20 Commander R.H. Edwards
zi Commander R.G. Allen
22 Commander J.A. Westlake

????? ??
Aubert
Bob. cAP
EsotainAllen

Tohn.
23 Commander D.O. Thamer

(Bold type face have been contacted and have replied)

HMCS GATINEAU - "PRE" PAYING OFF SCHEDULE

May 23

May 24

May 25

F i n a l  D i v i s i o n s A . M .

Former Gatineau Commanding Officers Luncheon

Final Sailpast and Dependant Day Sail

Ship's Company Dance (Dartmouth Holiday Inn)

F r o m

1 7 - 2 - 5 9

1 4 - 9 - 5 9

2 7 - 1 - 6 1

2 4 - 5 - 6 1

2 4 - 8 - 6 1

2 1 - 8 - 6 2

2 8 - 4 - 6 4

1 1 - 8 - 6 5

8 - 9 - 6 6

1 4 - 4 - 7 1

3 - 7 - 7 3

1 1 - 7 - 7 5

1 1 - 1 1 - 7 7

2 6 - 7 - 7 9

1 1 - 6 - 8 1

6 - 7 - 8 3

1 - 8 - 8 5

2 1 - 4 - 8 7

8 - 7 - 8 8

1 1 - 7 - 9 0

6 - 7 - 9 2

7 - 1 - 9 4

5 - 7 - 9 5

T o

14-9 -59
27-1-61

24-5-61

24-8-61
2 1 - 8 - 6 2
28-4 -64

11-8 -65

8 - 9 - 6 6
29-9 -69

3 - 7 - 7 3

1 1 - 7 - 7 5

1 1 - 1 1 - 7 7

2 6 - 7 - 7 9

1 1 - 6 - 8 1

6 - 7 - 8 3

1 - 8 - 8 5

2 1 - 4 - 8 7

8 - 7 - 8 8

1 1 - 7 - 9 0

6 - 7 - 9 2

7 - 1 - 9 4

5 - 7 - 9 5



GATINEAU

COMMANDING OFFICER
HMCS GATINEAU

Commander D.O. Thamer,  CD

F M O  H a l i f a x ,  N S
B 3 K  2 X 0

February 1996

D e a r

"The time has come, the Admiral said, to speak of many things..." As a former
Commanding Officer of GATINEAU I am sure you maintain a keen interest in the Navy and
GATINEAU in particular. As you are already aware of the fiscal climate of the country and
the relative age of 236, this letter is to update you on her current status and her probable
future. While our Navy continues to upgrade and rationalize, GATINEAU, soon entering her
37th year of distinguished service, is becoming a more and more endangered species on the
East Coast waterfront. Budget cuts, and sadly, the aging support infrastructure for the Y-100
steam plants gives the current Maritime Commander little choice but to "Pay Off" the old in
order to support the new.At the time of writing the March budget has not been announced
but there is much speculation on the purchase of new submarines. Little can be said other
than, if the submarines are announced then GATINEAU and possibly her steam sisters will be
struck from the Order of Battle.

In order to be prepared for the inevitable I would like to contact as many of the
former CO's as possible to invite you to the Paying Off and associated services. The pension
services have graciously offered to include this letter in one of their mailings to you,
therefore, if I am to communicate with you further, you are requested to send your current
mailing address to your old ship GATINEAU.

Finally, to let you know how we are doing, the recent ship's annual historical report
states we have steamed over 800,000 Nautical Miles, or 1,500,000 Kilometers, or 40 times
around the world! Boiler problems have been a significant concern in the last 3 months but
are being set right as of January. 3 days after her 36th birthday GATINEAU was the
Flagship for White forces of NATO EXERCISE STRONG RESOLVE in February 95 well
above the Arctic Circle. Of particular interest was GATINEAU's role in the Turbot War, the
ship was "cleared for action" and only 20 minutes prior to the Spanish Navy being sighted, a
recall to within 200NM was ordered by the Canadian Government. There is indeed life in the

old girl yet!

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact myself or my Executive Officer LCdr G.H.A. Hatton at 902-427-
0550 Ext 2773 or 2775.

I have the honour to be, (quite likely)
the last Commanding Officer of HMCS GATINEAU



1724081BATINGAI
GATINEAU

H M C S  G A T I N E A U

1959-1996: A BRIEF HISTORY

KNES SATIN&LU, commissioned on February 11th 1959, was laid down in
April 1953 in Lauzon, Luebec. The second of four Restigouche Class Destroyer Escorls.
GATINEAU was designed to carry a crew of 30 officers and 230 men and displaces
2900 lons within a 377 fl length. She is powered by lwo main steam turbines geared to
lvin shafts, with main engines rated al 30,000 shaft horsepower. For the first 10 years of
her life SATINGSU served as a unit of the Fifth Canadian Destroyer Squadron in

Halifax, NS.

SATINE U was designed primarily for anti-submarine warfare, and her sensors
and weapons reflect this. In 1969, a mid-life conversion enhanced this capability. Over
the next two years she was filled with a lowed Variable Depth Sonar and the
Anti-Submarine Rocket. In addition, the shif is equifped with a single lein 3 inch 70
calibre radar controlled gun. These improvements necessilaled major hull changes and

resulted in the present configuration.

On 12 November, 1982, EATING U took the lead of her dass, becoming the first
West Coast ship to complete a Destroyer Life Extension Refil. This modernization process

added new sensors and greally enhanced her Command and Control bapability. As
an "Improved Restigouche Escor" (IRE), SATINENU served with the Second
Canadian Destroyer Squadron, based in Esquimall, BC from 1969 lo 1987 when she

once again relurned to join the Cast Coast Fleel.

Serving on both coasts during her 35 years of active service, GATINEAU has
participated in both local and national operations and has represented Canada as part
of multi-national forces all over the world. While Canada and other nations have

responded to dramatic shifls in the balance of international power and influence,
GATINEAU has continued to fulfil her commitments with distincion due lo the one
qualily which does not change - the competence of her shif 's companies.

D D E  2 3 6

I N  T H I S  S H I P

L I E S  P O W E R



Former Commanding Off icers of  HMCS GATINEAU

C M D R E  ( R e t ' d )  H . L .  Q u i n n  ( H o w a r d )
9 8 0 5  2 n d  S t r e e t
S i d n e y ,  B C
V 8 L  4 T 9

C M D R E  ( R e t ' d )  F . B .  C a l d w e l l
2 3 9 1  R o s e w o o d  A v e
O t t a w a ,  O N
K 2 B  7 L 3

C D R  ( R e t ' d )  w . G .  K i n s m a n  ( B i l l )
1 7 5 0  G o n z a l e z  A v e .
V i c t o r i a  B C
V 8 S  1 T 7

A D M  ( R e t ' d )  J . A .  F u l t o n
P O  B O X  4 4 4
M a h o n e  B a y ,  N S
B O J  2 E 0

R A D M  ( R e t ' d )  W . A .  H u g h e s  ( W i l l i a m )
5 0 1 -  1 0 3 3  B e l m o n t  A v e
V i c t o r i a  B C
V 8 S  3 T 4

R A D M  ( R e t ' d )  J . C .  S l a d e
1 0 8 5  I s l a n d  V i e w  D r .

M a n o t i c k  O N
K 4 M  1 J 8

C D R  ( R e t ' d )  C . D . E .  C r o n k
A / C O S  F E S  ( f o r m a t i o n  E x e c u t i v e
2 5  B e l l e R o y a l  C o u r t
D a r t m o u t h  N S
B 2 V  2 B 4

s e c r e t a r y )

C D R  T . C .  H e a t h
S H A P E  ( S u p r e m e  H Q  A l l i e d  P o w e r s  i n  E u r o p e )
S t a f f  C a s t e a u
C F P O  5 0 4 8  B e l l v i l l e  O N
KOK 3RO

C D R  J . A .  K e e n l i s i d e
HMCS PRESERVER
F M O  H a l i f a x
H a l i f a x  N S
B 2 K  3 X 0



C D R  ( R e t ' d )  G . G .  J e f f r e y
1 2  S u s a n  P l a c e
D a r t m o u t h  N S
? ? ?  ? ? ?

C D R  A . D .  T a n g u a y  ( A l b e r t )
S i t e  8 D  B o x  3 8
W a v e r l y  N S
B O N  2 S 0

C D R  R . H .  E d w a r d s
D a l h o u s i e  U n i v e r s i t y
E M O  H a l i f a x ,  N S
B ? K  2 X 0

C A P T  ( N )  R . G .  A l l e n
M a n a g e m e n t ,  C o m m a n d  a n d  C o n t r o l  T e a m
( M C C R T )  M G e n .  G R .  P e a r k e s  B u i l d i n g
1 0 1  C o l o n e l  B y D r i v e
O t t a w a  O N
K I A  O K 2

C D R  J . A .  W e s t l a k e
C F  L a n g u a g e  S c h o o l
NDHQ
O t t a w a  O N
K 1 A  O K 2

C D R  ( R e t ' d )  L . G .  T e m p l e  ( L e e )
5 6  T a r t a n  D r i v e

N e p e a n , ON
K 2 J  2 V 5

C D R  ( R e t ' d )  T . S .  M u r p h y  ( T o m )
1 6  -  2 2 0 0  A r b u t u s  C o v e  L a n e
V i c t o r i a ,  B C
V 8 N  6 J 9



F r o m :  R A D M  ( R e t ' d )  J .  C .  S l a d e  C M M ,  C D

1 0 8 5 I s l a n d  V i e w  D r i v e
M a n o t i c k ,  O n t a r i o

K 4 M  1 J 8

2 8  F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 6

COMMANUNG OFFICER

C o m m a n d e r  D .  O .  T h a m e r ,  C D
C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r
H M C S  G a t i n e a u
F M O  H a l i f a x ,  N S
? ? ?  2 X 0

MAR 5 1996

HMCS GATINEAU

D e a r  C o m m a n d e r  T h a m e r ,

M a n y  t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  1 9  F e b r u a r y .  I
w a s  q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  w h e n  i t  a r r i v e d  s i n c e  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w  d a y s  a g o
I  h a d  w o n d e r e d ,  p r o b a b l y  o u t  l o u d ,  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  t o  m y  o l d  v e s s e l .
A l l  g o o d  t h i n g s  m u s t  c o m e  t o  a n  e n d ,  a n d  G a t i n e a u ' s  t i m e  m u s t  s u r e l y  b e
u p o n  u s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  s h e  h a s  h a d  o n e  h e c k  o f  a  g o o d  r u n ,  a n d  a s  y o u
s a i d ,  s h e  s t i l l  h a s  l o t s  o f  l i f e  a n d  a b i l i t y .

P l e a s e i n c l u d e  m e i n  t h e l i s t  f o r a n y

i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  y o u  m a y  d i s t r i b u t e  r e g a r d i n g  f u n c t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d
w i t h  G a t i n e a u ' s  f u t u r e ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  e x t e n d e d  o r  s h o r t .  B e i n g  m o r e  o r
l e s s  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d ,  I  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v i s i t i n g  H a l i f a x  s h o u l d

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  a l l  t h e  b e s t  t o  y o u  a n d  a l l

G a t i n e a u s .  K e e p  u p  t h e  g o o d  w o r k  a n d  t h e  g o o d  n a m e .

Y o u r s  a y e ,



Rear Admiral William A. Hughes, CD, RCN (Ret d)
501 - 1033 Belmont Avenue

Victoria, B.C.
V8S 3T4 2 8 t h  F e b .  1 9 9 6

Dear C o m m a n d e  T h a n n e r ,

D e l i g h t e d  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  m y  o l d  f r i e n d  G a t i n e a u . I  f i r s t
s a w  h e r  i n  1 9 5 8  w h e n  I  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  X O  d e s i g n a t e  w h e n
s h e  w a s  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  L e v i s ,  Q u e b e c .  S h e  t h e n  b e c a m e
s t r i k e  b o u n d  a n d  i c e  b o u n d  s o  I  w e n t  a s  X O  t o  T e r r a  N o v a
i n s t e a d  w h o  w a s  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t .

I  n o t e  t h a t  I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  b e i n g  t h e  l o n g e s t  s e r v i n g
C O  o f  G a t i n e a u  ( 3  y e a r s ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  C a n a d i a n
d e s t r o y e r  t o  j o i n  S N F L .

I  w a s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  i m m i n e n t  d e m i s e  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g
" s t e a m e r s "  b u t  e v e n  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  l o n g  i n  t h e
t o o t h  i t  i s  h a r d  t o  s a y  g o o d b y  t o  a n  o l d  f r i e n d .

W h e t h e r  I  c a n  g e t  t o  t h e  d e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  c e r e m o n y  ( i f
i n v i t e d )  w i l l  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  d a t e . I f  G a t i n e a u  a n d  T e r r a  N o v a
d e c o m m i s s i o n  t o g e t h e r ,  I  c a n  r u n  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  f r o m  o n e  t o
t h e  o t h e r ! !

M a n y  t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  k i n d  l e t t e r .

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,

( N o t  t h e  l a s t  b u t  t h e  l o n g e s t  C O )  ?

P . S .  I  j u s t  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  m y  s o n ,  R o d e r i c k ,  a l s o  s e r v e d
a b o a r d  G a t i n e a u  a s  a  L i e u t e n a n t .  H e  i s  n o w  X O  d e s i g n a t e

o f  O t t a w a .

MAR 5 1996

HMCS GATINEAU



National Defence Défense nationale

National Defence Headquarters Quartier général de la Détense nationale
Ottawa, Ontario Ottawa, Ontaric
K1A 0K2 K1A 0K2

Captain (N) R.G. Allen, CD
Management, Command and

Control Team (MCCRT)
MGen. G.R. Pearkes Building
101 Colonel By Drive
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0K2

28 February 1996

DearO r r ,

Being from NDHQ, I do not have administrative assistance to type letters,
nor much knowledge of the proper formats (such as this left justification), nor the fancy
letterhead paper that you can boast. By the way, I bought that paper, and was rather
proud of it. Still, please accept this humble effort as a reply to your kind letter of 19
February.

It is nice to be remembered now and then, but let me be clear about one
thing. Not only would I be delighted to receive invitations to the ceremonies surrounding
the retirement of our lady from the fleet, I would put out a contract on your life were I not
included. My days in the good ship GATINEAU were without doubt the happiest and
most professionally satisfying of my career. I have nothing but shining memories from a
ship, and a ship's company, that did me, and the navy, and the nation, proud. Despite her
"thirty something", she went places that some feared to tread, and did things that few
could ever do as well. Oh by the way, we had one hell of a lot of fun in the process.

I will be languishing here in NDHQ until mid-summer, when I will be off to
the West Coast, probably to MOG Two. I do not yet have a posting message, but
anticipate moving sometime in July. Please spare no effort to assure that I am aware of
details of GATINEAU's well-deserved but nevertheless sad departure. I would happily
go to sea for the last sail past, attend the paying off ceremony, and even find occasion to
hoist a glass in memory of good times. I am assured that the above mailing address,
although quite new, will be recognized here in Ottawa.

I was pleased, though not surprised, to read that GATINEAU is still
answering the call, but ending up north of the Arctic Circle in February is more than I
would ask of most. I did follow with interest the ship's exploits during the recent
unpleasantness with Spain. Our attaché in Madrid is a good friend, so we traded navy
stories over gin and olives on his patio when I saw him last October. I have every

C a n a d a
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confidence that the ship will keep doing everything that we ask of her until her last
alongside, and I have little doubt that she will be in fine form on that last day. Some might
lament that they don't have a shiny new CPF to command, but you shouldn't.
GATINEAU was a great ship, at least to me.

I look forward to further letters from you, but not to the news that they
will convey. Oh well, I guess that we all have to go sometime. Please remember me to
any GATINEAUs that have been around long enough to recognize my name. In my day,
most of the Deck Department had been there for seven years already, so some of them
may still be hanging on.

Yours  aye ,

? ? ? ?

Commander D.O. Thamer, CD
FMO Halifax, NS
B3K 2X0



COMMANDING OFFICER

Po Bon 444
Mahone Bay hs

BOT 250
27 716. 96

M A R  5  1 9 9 6

HMCS GATINEAU

Secu Car Thann.

Thank you vany much fa your

lila of 1a Fit. It was meny nice to hean abort

not care hat your stip took pout un lte
Tuvbot co. Lam sure yon see didwell und
Lence the retrent die spania l

2 am sure it'itime l pay off Gatinian.
37 years ina long time to be in canie. It xey a
great deal fa om offrand men zend dueryench

that she is still openneng well afle such a lengthe
time. Iwond bet that when balinean wan commissaned
un 1459 nosely woned have thougat she wored seal

be en commission 37 years lala.
Ioned be very pleased to attend my

Payuç off cavemanen fer the ship. 2 am goris t
be away en ely march and ecly may.

Looking forward Is Louveng tom you
Mous Sencerely.

1 1  T u l a



5 6  T a r t a n  D r i v e
N e p e a n ,  O n t a r i o
K 2 J  2 V 5

( 6 1 3 )  8 2 5  1 9 3 7  O r
( 6 1 3 )  8 2 5  9 2 1 2

6  M a r c h ,  1 9 9 6

C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r
H M C S  G A T I N E A U
F M O  H a l i f a x ,  N S
B 3 K  2 X 0

D e a r  C o m m a n d e r  T h a m e r

How nice to hear from the present custodian of a ship near and
d e a r  t o  m e . A s  t h e  N a v i g a t o r  o f  G a t i n e a u  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s  a n d  a s
C o  i n  t h e  l a t e r  s e v e n t i e s  I  h a v e  a  s o f t  s p o t  f o r  h e r  e v e n  t h o u g h  I
w a s  a  d e d i c a t e d  s u b m a r i n e r .

M y  a d d r e s s  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e r s  a r e  a s  n o t e d  a b o v e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o
y o u r  r e q u e s t . S i n c e  t o d a y  i s  F e d e r a l  B u d g e t  d a y  y o u r  p r e - p l a n n i n g
m a y  b e  p r o p h e t i c ,  b o t h  b e i n g  t h e  s i g n  o f  a  g o o d  N a v a l  O f f i c e r .

I ' m  s t i l l  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  N O A V I  a n d  h a v e  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p
l i s t i n g  s o  I  t o o k  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c h e c k  t h e  l a t e s t  l i s t e d
a d d r e s s e s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  e x - C O s  w h o  I  k n o w  l i v e  o u t  t h e r e .

C a p t a i n  H . L .  Q u i n n ( y o u  l i s t e d  K  L .  Q u i n n ,  I ' m  u n s u r e
5 0 2 - 9 8 0 5  S e c o n d  S t w h i c h  i s  c o r r e c t )
S i d n e y ,  B C
V 8 L  4 T 9

COMMANDING OFFICER

C o m m a n d e r  W . G .  K i n s m a n
1 7 5 0  G o n z a l e s  A v e
V i c t o r i a ,  B . C .
V 8 S  1 T 7

(My o ld  co)

MAR 19 1996

C o m m a n d e r  W .  A .  H u g h e s
5 0 1 - 1 0 3 3  B e l m o n t  A v e
V i c t o r i a ,  B C
V 8 S  3 T 4

H M O S  G A T E  S A

L i e u t e n a n t  C o m m a n d e r  J . C .  S l a d e  ( F r o m  O t t a w a  P h o n e  B o o k )
1 0 8 5  I s l a n d  V i e w  D r i v e
M a n o t i c k ,  O n t
K4M 1J8

I  w i s h  y o u  a n d  y o u r s  " F a i r  W i n d  a n d  F o l l o w i n g  S e a s " .

Y o u r s  A y e ,

e e  ( e m p l e
L.G. Temple

Commander , R e t  ' d



239, ReseNded AvR.,

Ostania, Onl.,

16" March, 1996

Commander D.0. Thamer,

1M. C.5. Galmean "

Halifax, N.5.

Dean Commander Thame

S would like to thank you for your letter y age abruany and the

news concerning an old ship of mine Calineam. If ti sad to think

she is coming 15 the and of her operational career bur it has been

an active one spanning 37 years. To the ben of my bawledge she

was never fend wanting in the corre y that busy life time. Kien.

the 3" 10 gun problemo of the carly years were succesfully rescued.

{ am interested in knowing of the fulare plans for

Galencam. Sexpect to be in Halifar 2-d ged lume attending the

annual ReN mecting meeting hur S donbelIkee will be lume for ship

dignyied and not demeaning, as forming a breakwater as others

have heer utilized. ?n the intersening Time, however, S extend 5

COMMANDAR DEFICERyou and the Calmean very beat wahe for the fufure

29 1996 yours jair fully.

HMCS GATMEAS
Address - 239, Rosewood Are

Ottawa, Ont. KaB 123

H a l l s .
riß.Caldwell

Tel. (613) 596-1111



16 - 2200 Arbutus Cove Lane
Victoria, B.C. V8N 6J9
18 March '96

Dear Commander Thamer,

Thank you so much for your letter of 19 Feb. which arrived

with my old timer's pay cheque. You brought back so many

memories.

As the years slip by I realize how fortunate we were to have
served our Country in the Navy. My happiest and most challenging
years were spent in your fine ship.

I warn you that my wife (widow of Admiral Andy Collier)
and I will be in Halifax visiting old shipmates early in May thus if
you are alongside you may get a call from Tom Murphy.

Again VMT for your letter.

Regards,

Tom Hugly

COMMANDING OFFICER

MAR 22 1996

HMCS GATINEAU



S i t e  8 D  B o x  3 8

W a v e r l e y ,  N . S .

B O N  2 S 0

2 0  M a r c h ,  1 9 9 6

C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r

H M C S  G a t i n e a u

D e a r  O r v :

I  w a s  e x p e c t i n g  s o m e  s o r t  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f r o m  y o u ;  m y

s p i e s  t e l l  m e  y o u r  O P I  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  m y  a d d r e s s .

I ' m  g l a d  t o  s e e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  m y  l i t t l e  y a c h t  -

s h e  r e m a i n s ,  a s  a l w a y s ,  t h e  h i g h t l i t e  o f  m y  n a v a l  c a r e e r .

I  w o u l d  b e  m o s t  d e l i g h t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n y  p a y i n g - o f

c e r e m o n i e s  y o u  m a y  b e  p l a n n i n g .  A s  y o u  n o  d o u b t  k n o w ,  I  l i v e  i n

t h e  l o c a l  a r e a ,  a n d  h a v e  a d o p t e d  a  l i f e  o f  l e i s u r e .

L o t s  o f  w a t e r  u n d e r  t h e  k e e l  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  S / L t  T h a m e r

i n  H u r o n !  T a k e  c a r e  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a  s e c o n d

c o m m a n d  f o l l o w i n g  G a t i n e a u .

sincerely;
A l l e n t .

CDR TANGUAY.



1 7 5 0  G o n z a l e s  A v e
V i c t o r i a ,  B C
V 8 S  1 T 7
1 4  A p r i l  1 9 9 6
( 6 0 4 )  5 9 2 - 9 1 3 0

Dear Commander Thamer,
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  3  A p r i l .  I  d o  i n d e e d  k e e p

a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  N a v y  a n d  I  a m  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e
M a r i t i m e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  N O A V I .  I  w r i t e  l e t t e r s
a n d  a r t i c l e s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  p a p e r s
i n  a n  e n d e a v o u r  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  o n  t h e  f a c t s  o f  l i f e
a s  t h e y  c o n c e r n  t h e  N a v y  a n d  i t s  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

UPHOLDER Q
I  a m  a w a r e  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  u s e d  i n  t h e

U P H O L D E R  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n v o l v e s  p a y i n g  o f f  f o u r  o f  t h e  o l d
s h i p s  a n d  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  o l d  G A T I N E A U  w a s  o n e  w h o s e
t i m e  w a s  u p .

I  r e c e i v e d  a  c a l l  a  w h i l e  b a c k ,  p r e s u m a b l y  f r o m  P e n s i o n
S e r v i c e s ,  w h o  w i s h e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  w h e t h e r  I  w a s  i n d e e d  t h e
Kinsman who was an  ex-CO o f  GATINEAU because you were
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  s o m e  s o r t  o f  r e - u n i o n . ,

I  w o u l d  b e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  a n d  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  f r o m  y o u  i n  d u e  c o u r s e  w h e n  t h e  s w o r d  o f
D a m o c l e s  d e s c e n d s .  I  c a n  a l s o  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  F a x  a t  t h e
above  number .

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n j o y  y o u r  c o m m a n d .
Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y

W . G .  K i n s m a n

C D R  D . O . T h a m e r  C D
C o m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r
H M C S  G A T I N E A U
F M O  H a l i f a x



GATINEAU N

C O M M A N D I N G  O F F I C E R

H M C S  G A T I N E A U

DGU: 7500-2

2 May 1996

Commander

Maritime Forces, Atlantic
FMO Hali fax, NS
? ? ?  2 X 0

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL AUTHORITY FOR SERVICE AIR TRAVEL

Reference. CFAO 20-20 Annex A, Appendix 1

1. In accordance with the reference, Command approval is requested to fly Commodore
and Mrs H.L. Quinn DSC, RCN (Retired), Commissioning Commanding Officer of HMCS
GATINEAU, from Victoria to Halifax in the period 21-27 May 1996. Commodore Quinn is
a very articulate and spry 87 year old who has expressed great interest in attending the
Ceremonies associated with the reversion of GATINEAU to extended readiness. While
GATINEAU is prepared to expend Ship's Funds to fly the Commodore and his wife to
Halifax it is felt that the situation is worthy of the approval of Service Air in accordance with
the CFAO.

2. Enclosed is a copy of Commodore Quinn's initial reply to our request for his address
and particulars. As may be seen, and which has subsequently been confirmed in a telephone
conversation, he is quite a fellow. His attendance at the Former CO's luncheon and the
Daysail would be highly desirable. He has indicated that he now walks with a cane and
probably would not do too well at the Ship's Company Dance!

Submitted for your consideration and support.

D . O .  T h a m e r

Commander

Command ing  O f f i ce r

Enclosure: 1



Défense nationale National Defence

Mar i t ime  Forces  A t lan t i c  Headquar te rs
FMO Hal i fax ,  NS B3K 2X0

MARL: 7500-2 (NO0 Comd)

03 May 1996

Commander
Marit ime Command Headquarters
FMO Ha l i fax ,  NS B3K 2X0

9 6 0 1 5 7 4
comman

NOO

n500-1

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL AUTHORITY FOR SERVICE AIR TRAVEL

?  R e f e r e n c e s : A . CFAO 20-20 Annex A, Appendix 1
B .  D G U :  7 5 0 0 - 2  d a t e d  2  M a y  1 9 9 6  ( e n c l o s e d )
C.  Le t te r  f rom Commodore  Qu inn  (enc losed)

In  acco rdance  w i th  re fe rence  A ,  GATINEAU has  reques ted  app rova l  t o
f ly  Commodore and Mrs H.L.  Quinn DSC, RCN (Ret i red) ,  Commissioning
Command ing  Of f i ce r  o f  HMCS GATINEAU,  f rom V ic to r ia  to  Ha l i fax  in  the
per iod  21 -27  May  1996 .  Commodore  Qu inn  has  exp ressed  g rea t  i n te res t  i n
a t tend ing  the  ce remon ies  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  reve rs ion  o f  GATINEAU to
ex tended  read iness .Wh i le  GATINEAU i s  p repared  to  expend  Sh ip ' s  Funds
t o  f l y  t h e  C o m m o d o r e  a n d  h i s  w i f e  t o  H a l i f a x  i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e
s i t u a t i o n  i s  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  S e r v i c e  A i r  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h
the CFAO.

2 . I  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  C o m m o d o r e  Q u i n n  a n d  h i s  w i f e  a t
t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  w o u l d  b e  o f  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  G A T I N E A U  a n d  t h e  N a v y .
O r i g i n a l  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  a  r a r e  b r e e d  a n d  t h e i r
a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  s u c h  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n s  w i l l  s a d l y
d e c r e a s e  w i t h  t i m e .  G A T I N E A U ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  S e r v i c e  A i r  i s
h i g h l y  s u p p o r t e d .

3 . S u b m i t t e d  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  a p p r o v a l .

G . L .
R e a r - A d m i r a l
Commande r

E n c l o s u r e s : 2

exec Ser.

Approvel!

pre see min G
???13/5

ConD

13/5

C a n a d a

G A T

APPROVED.

CA HOP No.

O F F I C I A L



D é f e n s e  n a t i o n a l e  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n c e

M a r i t i m e  F o r c e s  A t l a n t i c  H e a d q u a r t e r s
F M O  H a l i f a x ,  N S  B 3 K  2 X 0

MARL: 7500-2 (NOO Comd)

03 May 1996

Commander
M a r i t i m e  C o m m a n d  H e a d q u a r t e r s
F M O  H a l i f a x ,  N S  B 3 K  2 X 0

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL AUTHORITY FOR SERVICE AIR TRAVEL

Refe rences : A . CFAO 20-20 Annex A, Appendix 1
B .  D G U :  7 5 0 0 - 2  d a t e d  2  M a y  1 9 9 6  ( e n c l o s e d )
C .  Le t te r  f rom Commodore  Qu inn  (enc losed)

1 . I n  acco rdance  w i t h  r e fe rence  A ,  GAT INEAU has  reques ted  app rova l  t o
f ly  Commodore and Mrs H.L.  Quinn DSC, RCN (Ret i red) ,  Commiss ioning
Commanding Officer of HMCS GATINEAU,f r o m  V i c t o r i a  t o  H a l i f a x  i n  t h e
pe r iod  21 -27  May  1996 .  Commodore  Qu inn  has  exp ressed  g rea t  i n te res t  i n
a t t end ing  t he  ce remon ies  assoc ia ted  w i t h  t he  reve rs ion  o f  GAT INEAU to
ex tended  read iness .  Wh i le  GATINEAU is  p repared  to  expend  Sh ip ' s  Funds
t o  f l y  t h e  C o m m o d o r e  a n d  h i s  w i f e  t o  H a l i f a x  i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e
s i t u a t i o n  i s  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  S e r v i c e  A i r  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h
the CFAO.

2 . I  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  C o m m o d o r e  Q u i n n  a n d  h i s  w i f e  a t
t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  w o u l d  b e  o f  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  G A T I N E A U  a n d  t h e  N a v y .
O r i g i n a l  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  a  r a r e  b r e e d  a n d  t h e i r
a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  s u c h  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n s  w i l l  s a d l y
d e c r e a s e  w i t h  t i m e .  G A T I N E A U ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  S e r v i c e  A i r  i s
h i g h l y  s u p p o r t e d .

3 . S u b m i t t e d  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  a p p r o v a l .

G .  L .  G a r n e t t

R e a r - A d m i r a l
C o m m a n d e r

E n c l o s u r e s :  2

C a n a d a



fur his hund murlation to a luncheon

13 May, 1926.



Nat iona l  Defence

N a t i o n a l  D e f e n c e  H e a d q u a r t e r s
O t t a w a ,  O n t a r i o
K 1 A  0 K 2

Défense na t iona le

Quartier général de la Détense nationale
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OK2

MCCRT -  5  South  Tower

From Captain (N) R.G. Allen, CD

14 May 1996

Dear Our,

Many thanks for remembering to invite me to GATINEAU's unofficial paying off
ceremony. It is certainly occurring much sooner than I had anticipated or hoped, but I imagine
that your thoughts on the subject are exactly the same.

As it turns out, I will be in Halifax during that week anyway for the Multinational
Naval Co-operation Symposium at the Warfare Centre and downtown trade centre. I have
managed to adjust my planned schedule, at considerable personal danger from the man who is
paying the bills, to permit me to attend several of your planned events. If the truth were known, I
would have done almost anything to assure that I was there, but in the event did not even have to
use the blackmail route that 1 was fully prepared for.

I will be at the symposium all day on Thursday the 23rd, but intend to sneak away
for the former CO's luncheon in GATINEAU that is just too good an opportunity to pass up.
Apparently, some of the foreign VIPs will be in the Dockyard anyway having lunch in some of the
other ships. I will be in TWLs (or maybe salt and pepper) that morning, and will not have an
opportunity to change. Is this rig acceptable? I will have to scoot away again no later than 13:50,
but your XO assures me that the coffee and cake should be history by that point. If you could
find me a ride back to the World Trade and Convention Centre, I would be most appreciative, but
if this presents any problem at all, do not worry.

On the Friday, I am happy to report that I can join you for what could be the old
girl's last day at sea. If your sailing time stays at 09:30, I will be aboard by no later than 09:00.
Upon return to Dockyard at 15:00, I have to leave immediately for the airport. My timing is quite
tight, so anything you could arrange in the way of a vehicle to the airport would be most helpful.
I assume that I can dump my luggage in your cabin for the day.

I will be staying at the Citadel Inn from Tuesday noon on.

C a n a d a
Printed on recycled paper - Imprimé sur du papier recyclé



Again, thank you for the chance to join what will be, 1 am sure, an emotional
milestone in the long and productive life of a great ship. I look forward to the opportunity to
share the moment.

Yours aye,

Commander D.O. Thamer, CD
Commanding Officer
HMCS GATINEAU
FMO Halifax, NS
?3K  2X0



Capt (Ret'1) Tom Muaphy
16-2200 Arbutes Core hane

V ic to r i a  BC  VEN 689
15 May 46

Dear Cal Thamer,

Thank you very much for your
letter of 30 Apiel and the invitation
for the " Lunches On Board " 23 May.

I very much regret that I will
be unable to attend. I will have a
tear in my eye as your paying off
date approaches.

All the bent,
Tan Huply



U N C L A S S I F I E D

0 1  0 1  2 7 1 6 5 4 Z  M A Y  9 6  R R CUUU

H M C S  G A T I N E A U

COMMAROPSGRU ONE/ / CHAP/ /

U N C L A S

S I C  Z 2 H

S U B J :  C H A P L A I N  A T T E N D A N C E  2 3  M A Y  9 6

VMT FATHER MACDONALD ATTENDANCE AT CEREMONIAL DIVISIONS 23 MAY 96.

P R E S E N C E  A D D E D  F I N A L  T O U C H  T O  A  S A D  B U T  N E C E S S A R Y  O C C A S I O N

, G.H.A

D . O .

HATTON LCDR XO

THAMER CDR CO

UNCLASSIFIED
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U N C L A S S I F I E D

U U U U

H M C S  G A T I N E A U

423 (MH) SQN SHEARWATER

INFO MARLANTHQ HALIFAX//J31//
UNCLAS

S I C  Z 2 H

SUBJ: HELO SHOPWINDOW 24 MAY 96

REF:  GAT  161730Z  MAY 96

1.  GATINEAU COMPLETED HER FINAL SAILPAST AND DEPENDANTS DAY SAIL  ON

24 MAY 96 .  423  (MH)  SQN WAS REQUESTED TO PROVIDE A HELO TO DROP OFF

TWO GAT DIVERS, CONDUCT WET HOIST DRILL,  AND PERFORM A HELO SHOP

WINDOW FOR GAT IN BEDFORD BASIN

2. AS USUAL YOUR CONDUCT OF THE TASKING WAS OUTSTANDING, DESPITE

HAVING TO GO THROUGH SEVERAL AIRCRAFT TO GET A SERVICEABLE BIRD, THE

END RESULT PROVIDED GAT WITH A MEMORABLE SHOW FOR ALL DEPENDANTS AND

SHIPS COMPANY. FORMER CO VADM FULTON, CAPT (N) ALLEN AND CDR EDWARDS

WERE EFFUSIVE IN THEIR PRAISE FOR YOUR PROFESSIONALISM AND FLAIR

3. YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS VERY EXCITING AND EMOTIONAL EVENT WAS VERY

MUCH APPRECIATED. FROM THE SECOND LAST SHIP WITH ZOOMIES IN A BOX

LAUNCHER WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST AND A GOOD SEAT AT THE MOVIE

U N C L A S S I F I E D



U N C L A S S I F I E D
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4 .  B R A V O  Z U L U

A-LON LCDR XO
Meo.

DOTHAMER CDR CO

U N C L A S S I F I E D



U N C L A S S I F I E D

0 1  0 1
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H M C S  G A T I N E A U

COMMAROPSGRU ONE

COMMAROPSGRU FIVE

MAROPSGRU ONE

M A R O P S G R U  F I V E
UNCLAS

S I C  Z 2 H

SUBJ:  GATINEAU SAILPAST 24  MAY 96

1. VMT ALL YOUR KINDNESS DURING MY FINAL SAILPAST. YOUR

THOUGHTFULNESS WAS MUCH APPRECIATED BY ALL ONBOARD INCLUDING FORMER

COS VADM FULTON, CAPT ALLEN, CDR EDWARDS

2. PROUD TO REPORT 26 KNOTS AT ONLY 210 REVS ENROUTE TO CHEBUCTO

HEAD, PEDAL WAS NOT TO THE METAL, REGRET NOT ENOUGH FUEL FOR BERMUDA
PASSEX

3 .  I N  T H I S  S H I P  L I E S  P O W E R  ( D O R M A N T )

L C D R  X O

D O  T H A M E R  C D R  C O

U N C L A S S I F I E D



614901813
RAAUZYUW RXCAGXX1155 149194Ø-UUUU--RCEMPJS RCEOCEA?
ZNR UUUUU
R 2818172 MAY 96
EM HMCS TERRA NOVA
TO RCEMPJS/HMCS GATINEAU
INFO MAROPSGRU ONE X O

UNCLAS
SIC BRO/IRE
SUBJ: GOODNIGHT GATINEAU
REF: YOUR GALLOPING GHOST XO FINAL 2714ØØZ MAY 96
1. HMP TERRIBLE TER TO TRY GAT TIPPLE UNDER THE BIG TOP. BROTHER
IRE WE WILL MISS YOU AS YOU GO GENTLY INTO THE NIGH?
2. PERCY PROUDLY MARCHES ON
Rm

55
B A U 7 4 4  D E L I V E R E D  1 4 9 2 1 4 5 984620

PCRM

DIST

MARLANT DIST MARCOM DIST

A C T I O N
I N F O

OTHER
- - - -

H M C S  G A T I N E A U
C A N S E A T R A I N L A N T
COMMAROPSGRU ONE

H M C S  A T H A B A S K A N
H M C S  F R E D E R I C T O N
H M C S  I R O Q U O I S
HMCS MONTREAL
HMCS TORONTO
H M C S  V I L L E  D E  Q U E B E C
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DATE


